
Draft 2020 New Jersey Student Learning Standards – World Languages  
7.1 World Languages Intermediate High by the End of Grade 12 

Interpretive Mode of Communication 

Intermediate High learners understand, with ease and confidence, sentence-length speech in basic personal and social contexts. Devise substantial meaning 
from some connected texts typically understood by advanced-level listeners and readers. They show evidence of the ability to make inferences about texts 
by identifying key details of spoken, viewed, and written materials.  

Core Idea Performance Expectations 

Learning a language involves interpreting 
meaning from listening, viewing, and reading 
culturally authentic materials in the target 
language. 

• 7.1.IH.IPRET.1: Summarize the main idea, several details, and some inferences of  literary or
informational texts on a range of topics.

• 7.1.IH.IPRET.2: Demonstrate comprehension of spoken and written language expressed by
speakers of the target language in formal and informal settings, through appropriate responses.

• 7.1.IH.IPRET.3: Compare and contrast the use of verbal and non-verbal etiquette to perform a
variety of functions (e.g., persuading, offering advice) in the target culture(s) and in one’s own
culture.

• 7.1.IH.IPRET.4: Summarize information from oral and written discourse dealing with a variety
of topics.

• 7.1.IH.IPRET.5: Infer the meaning of some unfamiliar words and phrases in new formal and
informal contexts.

• 7.1.IH.IPRET.6: Identify several of the distinguishing features of the text (e.g., type of resource,
intended audience, purpose)

• 7.1.IH.IPRET.7: Infer the meaning of most vocabulary, including some culturally appropriate
and idiomatic expressions related to familiar or studied topics, by using context clues and text
structures.

• 7.1.IH.IPRET.8: Collect, share, and analyze data related to global issues including climate
change.
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Intercultural Statements Possible Topics 

Through the target language, learners identify 
and investigate typical products related to 
everyday life in the target culture(s) and in the 
learners’ own culture. They use their insights to 
infer perspectives (attitudes, values, beliefs, the 
way a native speaker living in the target culture 
interprets meaning) of the target culture society. 

Current events, contemporary and emerging global issues, population, migration, environment, 
discrimination, resources.  

Learners recognize and identify a few typical 
practices of the target culture in order to gain 
understanding of the perspectives of the target 
culture(s) and their societies. 

Impact of current events and global issues on the target culture societies and on the students’ own 
society, effects of population growth and migration across the globe, environmental degradation and 
protections, discrimination and other conflicts that affect the world, and the allocation of scare 
resources. 
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Interpersonal Mode of Communication 

Intermediate High learners exchange information in spontaneous spoken or written conversations and some discussions on a variety of familiar and some 
concrete topics that they have researched, using connected sentences that may form paragraphs and asking a variety of questions, often across various time 
frames.  

Core Idea Performance Expectations 

Interpersonal communication between and 
among people is the exchange of information 
and the negotiation of meaning.  

Speakers and writers gain confidence and 
competence as they progress along the 
proficiency continuum. 

• 7.1.IH.IPERS.1: Exchange information in conversations and some discussions on a variety of 
familiar and some concrete topics, using connected sentences that may combine to form 
paragraphs and asking a variety of questions, often across time frames.  

• 7.1.IH.IPERS.2: Explain preferences, opinions, and emotions and give advice on a variety of 
topics, using connected sentences that may combine to form paragraphs and asking a variety of 
questions, often across time frames.  

• 7.1.IH.IPERS.3: Relate personal stories, events, and experiences using connected speech and with 
accuracy in the present tense and often across time frames.  

• 7.1.IH.IPERS.4: Engage in oral and written discourse in a variety of situations that sometimes 
involve a complication, using connected sentences that may combine to form paragraphs. (Show 
consistent accuracy in the present tense and show some accuracy with other time frames.) 

• 7.1.IH.IPERS.5: Ask and respond to questions and state opinions as part of a group discussion on 
topics and situations of a personal, academic, or social nature. 

• 7.1.IH.IPERS.6: Compare and contrast global issues in a group discussion, with emphasis on 
climate change and its impact on the target language regions of the world and the people who live 
in those areas. 
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Intercultural Statements Possible Topics 

Through the target language, learners identify 
and investigate typical products related to 
everyday life in the target culture(s) and in the 
learners’ own culture. They use their insights to 
infer perspectives (attitudes, values, beliefs, the 
way a native speaker living in the target culture 
interprets meaning) of the target culture society. 

Current events, contemporary and emerging global issues including migration, population, 
discrimination, resources, and climate change resources  

Learners recognize and identify a few typical 
practices of the target culture in order to gain 
understanding of the perspectives of the target 
culture(s) and their societies. 

Impact of current events and global issues on the target culture societies and on the students’ own 
society, effects of population growth and migration across the globe, environmental degradation and 
protections, discrimination and other conflicts that affect the world, and the allocation of scare 
resources. 

 

Presentational Mode of  Communication 

Intermediate High learners use connected sentences and some paragraph level language independently to communicate information, make 
presentations, and express thoughts about familiar and some unfamiliar topics. They use increasingly complex vocabulary and structures, compare 
points of view and perspectives, and write or speak original pieces such as essays, stories, and poems. Intermediate High learners demonstrate 
evidence of Advanced Low proficiency but lack consistency in maintaining the advanced level.  

Core Idea Performance Expectations 

Presentational communication involves 
presenting information, concepts, and ideas to 
an audience of listeners or readers on a variety 
of topics. 

Speakers and writers gain confidence and 
competence as they progress along the 
proficiency continuum. 

• 7.1.IH.PRSNT.1: Present detailed information orally and in writing on information gathered from 
culturally authentic resources, using short paragraphs and often using major time frames. 

• 7.1.IH.PRSNT.2: Tell and write detailed stories, presentations, speeches on community events 
and personal experiences, using connected sentences and short paragraphs, often across major 
time frames.  

• 7.1.IH.PRSNT.3: Use language creatively when responding to oral, written, and visual prompts on 
familiar and unfamiliar topics and situations.  
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Core Idea Performance Expectations 

• 7.1.IH.PRSNT.4: Use language creatively in writing for a variety of purposes.

• 7.1.IH.PRSNT.5: Express viewpoints on familiar and researched topics, give reasons to support
the claims, and speak and write in strings of connected sentences and some short paragraphs.

• 7.1.IH.PRSNT.6: Explain cultural perspectives of the  target language people regarding climate
change and compare and contrast those perspectives with ones held by people in the students’
own culture.

Intercultural Statements Possible Topics 

Through the target language, learners identify 
and investigate typical products related to 
everyday life in the target culture(s) and in the 
learners’ own culture. They use their insights to 
infer perspectives (attitudes, values, beliefs, the 
way a native speaker living in the target culture 
interprets meaning) of the target culture society. 

Current events, contemporary and emerging global issues including migration, population, 
discrimination, resources, and climate change.  

Learners recognize and identify a few typical 
practices of the target culture in order to gain 
understanding of the perspectives of the target 
culture(s) and their societies. 

Impact of current events and global issues on the target culture societies and on the students’ own 
society, effects of population growth and migration across the globe, environmental degradation and 
protections, discrimination and other conflicts that affect the world, and the allocation of scare 
resources. 
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